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The purpose of this m onitoring form  is to assist you in gathering and recording  
im portant inform ation about the characteristics, such as plants, w ildlife, and w ater  
quality of the vernal pools in your area. For assistance in using this form  please refer to 
the O hio Vernal Pool M onitoring Instructions v 2.1.  Please N ote: This form  does not Please N ote: This form  does not Please N ote: This form  does not Please N ote: This form  does not 
need to be com pletely filled out to be returned.  Any inform ation is valuable and need to be com pletely filled out to be returned.  Any inform ation is valuable and need to be com pletely filled out to be returned.  Any inform ation is valuable and need to be com pletely filled out to be returned.  Any inform ation is valuable and 
greatly appreciated.greatly appreciated.greatly appreciated.greatly appreciated.    

 
 

Pool LocationPool LocationPool LocationPool Location    
Tow nship: ____________________________   City: ______________________________ 

County: ______________________________    Zip: __________               

D ate visited pool: _____________________  Tim e of visit:___________ 

 
M ap type included: 
____ U SG S topographic m ap and   _____ Road m ap 

____ G PS coordinates  

____ Com pass m ap   

 
Latitude__________________________        Longitude_________________   
 
W ritten directions to the pool from  a m ajor intersection m arked on a m ap:  
(use additional pages if necessary) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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O bserver Inform ationO bserver Inform ationO bserver Inform ationO bserver Inform ation    
N am e:                                                           Phone: _______________________________ 

E-m ail: _______________________________ 

Address: ______________________________  City: ______________________________   

State: ________________________________  Zip: _______________ 

 
 
 

Landow ner Inform ation Landow ner Inform ation Landow ner Inform ation Landow ner Inform ation (if different from  observer)    
N am e: _______________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

E-m ail: _______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________   City: __________________________   

State: ________________________________  Zip: _______________ 

 

 

Pool CharacteristicsPool CharacteristicsPool CharacteristicsPool Characteristics  
M axim um  pool size:    

     D epth at deepest spot: __________ m /ft (circle one) 

     W idth at w idest part: ___________ m /ft   

     Length at longest part: __________ m /ft 

     Perim eter: __________ m /ft  

     D ate of m easurem ent __________ 

 
D uration of standing w ater: 
     Earliest date observed w ith w ater:  ______________________ 

     Earliest date w ithout w ater : ____________________________ 

 
W ater quality data:    
      W ater tem perature: __________ F / C     

      N itrogen: ___________  

      Phosphorus: __________ m g/L 

      E. Coli:   Y    N      Fecal Coliform :   Y   N    

      pH : 
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Pool M apPool M apPool M apPool M ap    
    
D raw  a picture of the pool w ith an arrow  indicating north. Please include photo location, 
surrounding landm arks, and other im portant features such as vegetation (forest, shrub, 
etc.).                                      
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Please sum m arize data from  the salam ander m onitoring form  and the anuran chorusing 
form . 
�

Salam andersSalam andersSalam andersSalam anders 

__ Eastern Red-spotted new t (N otophthalm us viridescens)                                                                                 

__ Spotted salam ander (Am bystom a m aculatum ) 

__ Tiger salam ander (A. tigrinum ) 

__ Sm allm outh salam ander (A. texanum ) 

__ M arbled salam ander  (A. opacum ) 

__ Jefferson salam ander (A. jeffersonianum ) 

__ Am bystom atid hybrid (Jefferson Com plex) (A. jeffersonianum  com plex)      

__ Four-toed salam ander (H em idactylium  scutatum )                                       

__ other ____________                                    

Frogs and ToadsFrogs and ToadsFrogs and ToadsFrogs and Toads 

__ Am erican toad (Bufo am ericanus) 

__ Fow ler’s toad (B. fow leri) 

__ Bullfrog (Rana catesbeina) 

__ G reen frog (R. clam itans) 

__ N . leopard frog (R. pipiens) 

__ W ood frog (R. sylvatica) 

__ W . chorus frog (Pseudacris triseriata) 

__ Spring peeper  (Pseudacris crucifer) 

__ G ray Tree frog (H yla versicolor and H . chrysoscelis) 

__ B. cricket frog (Acris crepitans blanchardi) 

__ M ountain Chorus Frog (Psuedacris brachyphona) 

__ other__________ 

 

TurtlesTurtlesTurtlesTurtles 

__ Spotted turtle 

__ W ood turtle 

__ Snapping turtle 

__ Painted turtle 

__ Box turtle 

__ other __________ 

�
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SnakesSnakesSnakesSnakes    

__ N orthern w ater snake 

__ G arter snake 

__ Ribbon snake 

__ other ____________ 

 

Invertebrates Invertebrates Invertebrates Invertebrates In this section put an ‘AAAA’ for adult or a ‘LLLL’ for larvae. 

__ caddis fly larvae   

__ predaceous diving beetle 

__ craw ling w ater beetle 

__ w ater scavenger beetle    

__ w hirligig beetle 

__ dam selfly 

__ dragonfly 

__ backsw im m er 

__ w ater boatm an 

__ w ater scorpion 

__ giant w ater bug                                                                                    

__ fairy shrim p  

__ am phibious snails (alive or em pty shell) 

__ fingernail clam s (alive or shell)     

__ leech 

__ other ____________ 

__ other ____________ 

(Please attach additional pages for other invertebrates.) 

 

Plant Species  Plant Species  Plant Species  Plant Species      

__ Am erican Elm  
__ cattail 

__ bullrush 

__ duck w eed 

__ m arsh m arigold 

__ hop sedge 

__ blue flag  

__ other _____________ 

__ other _____________ 

(Please attach additional pages for other plant species.) 
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Vegetation B uffer Vegetation B uffer Vegetation B uffer Vegetation B uffer     
    

Please indicate the w idth of the undisturbed buffer: 

    N orthN orthN orthN orth            East               W est               South        East               W est               South        East               W est               South        East               W est               South 

__��10m          __��10m          __��10m             __��10m          
  

__10-25m       __ 10-25m       __10-25m          __10-25m   

__25-50m     __25-50m         __25-50m          __25-50m  

__50-100m   __50-100m       __50-100m        __50-100m  

__�100m       __�100m      __�100m            __�100m     
                      

Please estim ate percent of buffer for each com m unity listed (should equal 100% ). 
____ Forest           ____ Shrubs 

____ M eadow        ____ other  (________________) 

 

If the buffer is less than 100m :  Consider the area 100m  around the pool and estim ate 
the percent of each of the follow ing landuse categories (should equal 100% ).  
____ Forest                    ____ Shrubs 

____ M eadow                 ____ Pasture 

____ Agriculture          ____ Road               

____ Residential            ____ other (______________) 

 

D istance to the nearest w oodlot  _______m /ft  (enter “o” if w ithin one) 

D istance to the nearest w etland  _______ m /ft 

Estim ate the size of the w oodlot in acres  _______ 

Are there any w aterw ays that flow  through the buffer zone?    Y       N     

 

Land U sesLand U sesLand U sesLand U ses    

Please briefly describe the m ajor land uses, such as row  farm ing, housing, or industrial, 
beyond the buffer zone (indicate scale, e.g. 1km , w atershed, etc.). Include any future 
changes you m ay know  of. U se additional pages if necessary.  
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Additional Com m ents Additional Com m ents Additional Com m ents Additional Com m ents (recent disturbances, threats, species introductions, 

m anagem ent actions)     

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________                                                      

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________                                                      

 

 

 
 
Please send a com pleted form  w ith photographs to:  
 
Vernal Pool M onitoring Program  Coordinator 
O hio Environm ental Council 
1207 G randview  Avenue, Ste. 201  
Colum bus, O hio 43212 
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