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W hat’s in the w ater...in the tow n w ater tank? 
 
State law  calls for local governm ents to clean and 
m aintain the inside of w ater storage tow ers at 
least once every four years.  In reality, m any 
storage tow ers go w ithout cleaning or other 
im portant m aintenance w ork for years longer—
som etim es up to a decade. 
 
This increases the risk that this source of drinking 
w ater m ay be contam inated by contact w ith dirt, 
rust, or even verm in.  This delay often is caused by 
expensive up-front costs and legal am biguity over 
the authority of local governm ents to enter into 
private contracts to service drinking w ater storage 
tanks.  Senate Bill 85 clears up this am biguity. 
 
This legislation offers a sensible solution to a vital 
though often hidden challenge:  tim ely servicing 
of sm all tow n w ater supply tanks.    

    
The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council 
supports this bill.supports this bill.supports this bill.supports this bill.    
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Sum m arySum m arySum m arySum m ary    

 
• Authorizes local and regional governm ents to 
enter into service contracts for the engineering, 
repair, sustainability, w ater quality m anagem ent, 
and m aintenance of w ater storage tanks and 
appurtenant facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W ater storage tanks, like this one in the Pike 
County village of B eaver, are a com m on sight in 
villages and cities alike throughout O hio. 

Support 

Bill Ratings 
This legislation will help resolve a serious 
problem that threatens Ohio’s environment, and 
demonstrates significant leadership for Ohio’s 
future. 
   
This legislation will benefit Ohio’s environment, 
or shows foresight in setting future 
environmental policy. 
 
This legislation will somewhat - or  
on balance - benefit Ohio’s environment. 

This legislation will cause substantial harm to 
Ohio’s environment, and demonstrates serious 
disregard for Ohio’s future. 
 
This legislation will harm Ohio’s environment, or 
sets the state on the wrong path for future 
environmental policy. 
 
This legislation will somewhat - or on balance  -  
harm Ohio’s environment. 


