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Im agine a state law  that could assure the public 
that all new  state-funded building projects w ill be 
engineered to save taxpayers m oney, im prove 
w orker productivity, and reduce environm ental 
im pacts.  Sound too good to be true?  Think again. 
 
H ouse Bill 7 proposes em ploying the latest in 
building design, construction, and operation 
standards to: 
�� Reduce building lifecycle costs for energy use, 

building m aintenance and operation; 
�� Safeguard occupant health and im prove 

w orker productivity through im proved indoor 
air quality, capture and use of natural light, 
and im proved w ork space design; 

�� Enhance energy savings and w ater efficiency 
w hile reducing air em issions. 

 
The legislation even includes a “Buy Ohio” 
provision to encourage the use of Ohio products 
and m aterials. 
    

The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council The Ohio Environm ental Council 
supports this bill.supports this bill.supports this bill.supports this bill.    

Sub. Ohio House Bill 7 
(As Reported by Ohio House Local G overnm ent Com m ittee) 

Energy Efficient Buildings 

Sponsored by Representatives M arian Harris and Connie Pillich 
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Sum m arySum m arySum m arySum m ary    
 
Requires a building or structure constructed using 
state capital m oneys to adhere to certain energy 
efficiency and building standards and to 
encourage the use of Ohio-produced products.  
Such state-funded projects m ust: 
 
1) Achieve a rating of either Leadership in Energy 
and Environm ental D esign (LEED ) Silver (or 
higher) or tw o green globes (or higher) from  the 
G reen G lobes Environm ental Assessm ent and 
Rating system  by the G reen Building Initiative, or 
an equivalent standard as determ ined by OD AS. 
 
2) Exceed by at least 30%  the m ost current energy 
efficiency standards developed by ASH RAE or 
achieve a national energy perform ance rating of 
not less than 77 using the Energy Star system .  
 
3) M ake a reasonable effort to use Ohio products 
and m aterials and to recoup the costs of 
im plem enting the requirem ents over a period of 
not m ore than tw enty years as m easured by 
reduced energy costs. 
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