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FACT: An estim ated one m illion Ohio hom eow ners 
live in areas not served by a public sew er system . 
FACT: The Ohio EPA’s 1997 Com parative Risk 
Project report w arned “… w hen an on-site system  
discharges im properly treated w astew ater to a 
ditch or storm  sew er, anyone w ho com es in 
contact w ith the w ater is at risk.”  FACT: According 
to the Com parative Risk Project, an estim ated 
27%  of all existing on-site H STS in Ohio w ere 
failing to adequately treat w astew ater.  The report 
w arned that som e 270,000 hom es m ay be at risk 
due to inadequate on-site w astew ater treatm ent.  
FACT:  A 1990 OSU  survey of county health 
sanitarians estim ated that one out of every four 
H STS in Ohio w as failing.  The OSU  survey also 
identified that the use of another poorly-
functioning system  is w idespread:  aerobic 
w astew ater treatm ent system s.  The survey found 
that 78 out of 88 counties reported the use of 
such system s.  FACT: N ational and Ohio studies 
have consistently show  that only 16%  to 50%  of 
aerobic system s operate properly at any give tim e. 
 
The OEC  urges support for this com prom ise bill. 

Ohio Senate Bill 110 
(As Passed by the Senate) 

H ousehold Sew age Treatm ent 

Sponsored by Senator Tom  N iehaus 

Printed on 100% post consumer waste paper. 

Sum m arySum m arySum m arySum m ary    
·         Requires the Public H ealth Council to adopt 
new  rules governing sew age treatm ent system s. 
·         Specifies that the rules m ust require boards 
of health to approve or disapprove the 
installation, operation, or alteration of sew age 
treatm ent system s, and establishes new  
requirem ents for alteration perm its as w ell as 
installation and operation perm its. 
·         Requires rules governing the siting, design, 
installation, operation, m onitoring, m aintenance, 
and abandonm ent of sew age treatm ent system s 
that are required to be adopted under current law  
to also address the progressive and increm ental 
alteration or repair of an existing system  and the 
progressive or increm ental installation of a new  
system  to replace an existing system . 
·         Requires rules governing the siting, design, 
installation, operation, m onitoring, m aintenance, 
and abandonm ent of sew age treatm ent system s 
that are required to be adopted under current law  
to be adopted so as to establish a preference for 
the repair of an existing sew age treatm ent 
system , w hen technically and econom ically 
feasible, rather than its replacem ent w ith a new  
system . 

Support 

Bill Ratings 
This legislation will help resolve a serious 
problem that threatens Ohio’s environment, and/
or demonstrates significant leadership for Ohio’s 
future. 
   
This legislation will benefit Ohio’s environment, 
or shows foresight in setting future 
environmental policy. 
 
This legislation will somewhat - or  
on balance - benefit Ohio’s environment. 

This legislation will cause substantial harm to 
Ohio’s environment, and demonstrates serious 
disregard for Ohio’s future. 
 
This legislation will harm Ohio’s environment, or 
sets the state on the wrong path for future 
environmental policy. 
 
This legislation will somewhat - or on balance  -  
harm Ohio’s environment. 


