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This “w rong turn” w ould increase fuel consum ption, sm og, and other pollution  
 
 
Colum bus, O H - Today, the O hio Environm ental Council joins the O hio Highw ay Patrol in 
O pposing O hio House Bill 162, w hich w as debated this m orning before the House Com m ittee 
on Transpiration and Infrastructure.    
 
The bill, sponsored by Reps. D an D odd (D -Hebron) and Tim othy D eG eeter (D -Parm a), w ould 
allow  the state to raise the speed lim it for passenger vehicles from  65 m iles per hour to 70 
m iles per hour on interstate highw ays.   
 
Increasing O hio speed lim its, how ever, w ould also have the effect of increasing fuel 
consum ption, sm og, and greenhouse gas pollution in the state.  According to the U .S. 
Environm ental Protection Agency, vehicles use significantly m ore gas at higher speeds.  For 
exam ple, for every 10 m iles per hour above 60 driven, the average vehicle w ill be 10 percent 
less fuel efficient—m eaning that faster cars use m ore fuel and generate m ore pollutants.    
 
“W e believe that passing this legislation w ould be a w rong turn for O hio com m unities,” said 
Jack Shaner, O EC’s D eputy D irector.  “M ore speeding through O hio’s m etro areas w ill only 
result in m ore greenhouse gases in the air w e breathe and m ore sm og obscuring our skylines.”   
 
Less efficient driving and greater fuel consum ption and em issions could exacerbate existing air 
quality concerns in O hio.   Currently, num erous m etropolitan counties in O hio, including 
Franklin, Cuyahoga, and Franklin, are classified as “non-attainm ent” areas under the federal 
Clean Air Act due to excessive concentrations of air pollutants from  vehicle em issions.   
 
The O hio State Highw ay Patrol also testified in opposition to the bill, noting that higher speed 
lim its could result in m ore traffic accidents and fatalities in O hio.   
 
“Safety concerns and the potential for increased air em issions are both valid reasons to oppose 
this legislation,” said Shaner.  “W e urge the G eneral Assem bly to put the brakes on H.B. 162 
and keep our speed lim it at 65.” 
  
 
 

-end-   

1207 G randview  Avenue, Suite 201 (614) 487-7506 
Colum bus, O hio 43212 w w w .theO EC.org 

 



  

 
 
 

The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all w ho 
call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable land 
use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 
 
 


