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Thank you, Madame Chairwoman, Madame Vice Chair, and Mr. Ranking Member. We appreciate the
opportunity to submit testimony to this subcommittee to discuss the threat that bighead and silver carp
(referred to as Asian carp from here out) pose to the Great Lakes and why we need to take immediate action
to prevent Asian carp from reaching Lake Erie. | want to thank you for this Committee’s work in support of
our Great Lakes. You are to be commended for your continued commitment to the Great Lakes, which are not
only an amazing fresh water resource for our region, but our nation and the world.

Right now, Asian carp are poised to enter Lake Michigan through the Chicago Sanitary Ship Canal and
devastate the recreational and economic value the Great Lakes provide Ohio. | want to give you a clear
picture of what this would look like for Ohioans.

Asian carp are voracious feeders, requiring large amounts of plankton, making Lake Erie ideal habitat for
Asian carp. Lake Erie, the shallowest and warmest of all the Great Lakes, is the most biologically productive
Great Lake. It produces more fish for human consumption than all of the other lakes combined.

Asian carp require a minimum of 100 km of undammed river length to reproduce and prefer turbid waters.
Several scientists have noted that the timing of spawning is more related to turbidity increase than
hydrology. This may be a defense mechanism because the eggs and larvae are defenseless to sight-feeding
predators while in the drift. In Ohio, the Maumee, Black, Vermillion, Huron, and Portagerivers meet the
required criteria for Asian carp reproduction. All of these conditions suggest that Asian carp would be able
to grow, live, and reproduce in the Lake Erie watershed.

Asian carp can grow to more than 4 feet long and weigh up to 100 pounds, and they jump several feet out of
the water when disturbed by a boat motor. Imagine a 100-pound fish leaping out of the water and smacking
into someone. In the Mississippi River, adults have sustained broken collar bones, noses, and teeth, as well
as been knocked unconscious. Think about what would happen to a child hit by one of these fish.

Asian carp can dominate aquatic ecosystems by out-competing native fish for food and habitat, like perch,
bass, and walleye. As they feed near the base of the food chain, they can cause an entire system to become
depauperate. This is particularly concerning because Lake Erie is the walleye capital of the world and
supports one of the biggest freshwater commercial fisheries in the world. In Ohio, about 35% of our perch
quota is given to the commercial fishing industry. Each year more than $300 million is spent in the Ohio
Lake Erie basin - $1 billion in the whole Lake Erie watershed - on fishing. If Asian carp invade the Great
Lakes, they could also devastate this $1 billion fishing industry and permanently alter how recreational
boaters, anglers, wildlife watchers, and tourists use and enjoy Lake Erie and its many tributaries. As a result
of tourism and travel from boaters, anglers, and wildlife watchers Ohio gains $10.75 billion in revenue
annually and supports more than a quarter of a million jobs. The impact of the Asian carp would be
irreversible to the people, wildlife, and economies that rely upon Lake Erie.



We know from experience the devastating impacts of invasive species on the Great Lakes. Too rarely do we
have the opportunity to prevent the damage of invasion before it begins, yet such an opportunity is now on
our doorstep. There are no second chances. Future actions based on good science-based information are
crucial to the health of the Great Lakes ecosystem and our economy.

First, temporary lock closure would be the best solution, but until a decision to temporarily close the locks is
made, the locks leading to Lake Michigan must be operated and managed in a way that reduces further
transfer of Asian carp into Lake Michigan. We acknowledge that this may cause short-term disruptions in
navigation in the canal system. However, a variety of temporary changes in lock operations can slow future
movement of additional Asian carp toward Lake Michigan. We recognize that there is a legitimate concern
about flooding and emergency response in the City of Chicago. Planning for a flood event can be anticipated
and delt with using a contingency plan and lock operations for emergency responders can also be addressed
in a similar fashion.

The Ohio Environmental Council and the Izaak Walton League of America — Ohio Division supports all of the
recommendations made by the Healing Our Waters — Great Lakes Coalition in their January 28, 2010 letter to
Cameron Davis, Senior Adviser to the Administrator at the EPA. In addition to temporary changes in lock
operations, five of the eleven other recommendations are of highest priority forimmediate action.

1. Complete the Dispersal Barrier Efficacy Study by August. Also, immediately begin implementation of
the measures recommended in the Study’s first interim report. Building barriers between the Des
Plaines River and the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and the Calumet-Sag Channel will help
eliminate the risk that Asian carp will find their way into the Chicago Waterway System during
flooding events. Construction of these barriers should be completed by fall 2010.

2. Operate the Dispersal Barrier System at optimal power and frequency and expedite both the
completion of Barrier IIB by the end of this summer and the upgrade of Barrier I.

3. Until all Asian carﬁ that have entered the Chicago Waterway System are found and eradicated,




