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N ew  Report Show s Proven U ntapped Potential to Conserve Energy and Reduce 
H om e Energy Bills  

 

Colum bus, O hio - A new  report released today finds that O hio fam ilies w ill continue to spend 
an extra $482 per year on their energy bills if strong energy efficiency policies are not 
incorporated into the clim ate and energy legislation before Congress. The report, released 
by The O hio Environm ental Council and the Consum er Federation of Am erica (CFA), show s 
that robust state and federal energy efficiency policies could dram atically reduce energy 
consum ption and save O hio residents $482 on their energy bills every year. These policies 
w ould drive dow n energy costs for fam ilies in every state w hile jum p-starting a clean energy 
econom y across the country to put Am ericans back to w ork.  
  
The report dem onstrates the im m ense benefits to O hio fam ilies of including strong energy 
efficiency policies as part of the clim ate and energy package and job-creation m easures 
currently being debated by the U .S. Senate. The report, “B uilding on the Success of Energy 
Efficiency Program s to Ensure an Affordable Energy Future,” is the first to look strictly at the 
effects of energy efficiency on hom ehom ehom ehom e energy use and hom e hom e hom e hom e utility bills    since clim ate 
legislation began m oving in Congress earlier this year. 
 
Based on an analysis of state efficiency program s and recent national studies, the report 
concludes that energy efficiency program s can dram atically cut energy w aste and that strong 
federal energy efficiency policies could reduce overall energy use by 20 to 30 percent. 
 
“O ur research show s w e’ve only begun to tap the energy efficiency potential that can create 
jobs, conserve energy, and save fam ilies hundreds of dollars each year,” said report author 
D r. M ark Cooper, Research D irector for the Consum er Federation of Am erica. “Given its 
stellar record of success, it’s tim e for senators to view  energy efficiency as a cornerstone of 
the nation’s clim ate and energy policy.”  
 
The report outlines specific policies that w ould m axim ize the cost-saving potential of 
efficiency and create new  jobs.  These policies include a federal energy efficiency resource 
standard (EERS) that w ould require utility com panies to encourage efficiency program s for 
custom ers, strengthened building codes and appliance efficiency im provem ents, and proper 
funding for “retrofitting” or im proving the energy efficiency of existing buildings. O ther 
efficiency proposals – including “BuildingSTAR,” a program  that w ould provide tax credits 
for retrofitting com m ercial and apartm ent buildings – w ould help businesses cut costs and 
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allow  clean energy businesses to expand, putting m ore Am ericans into long-term  quality 
jobs. 
 
“Consum ers are letting hundreds of dollars a year slip through their fingers – m oney they 
can hardly afford to w aste,” said N olan M oser, D irector of the O hio Environm ental Council’s 
Clean Air and Energy program , “W e hope Senators Voinovich and Brow n recognize this clear 
evidence that com m on-sense energy efficiency policies can give their state’s fam ilies relief 
from  needlessly high gas and electric bills.”  
 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable 
land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 
 
The Consum er Federation of Am erica (CFA) is an advocacy, research, education and service 
organization m ade up of 300 nonprofits from  across the U nited States. CFA has provided consum ers 
a w ell-reasoned and articulate voice in decisions that affect their lives since 1968. CFA's professional 
staff gathers facts, analyzes issues, and dissem inates inform ation to the public, policym akers, and 
rest of the consum er m ovem ent. 

 
 
 

 


