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O EC O EC O EC O EC haihaihaihails AM Pls AM Pls AM Pls AM P    decision to halt decision to halt decision to halt decision to halt dirtydirtydirtydirty    coal plantcoal plantcoal plantcoal plant    
    
D ecision belies m yth that D ecision belies m yth that D ecision belies m yth that D ecision belies m yth that dirty dirty dirty dirty pow er is cheap pow erpow er is cheap pow erpow er is cheap pow erpow er is cheap pow er    
    
(Colum bus, O H )—The O hio Environm ental Council is hailing the announcem ent today by 
Am erican M unicipal Pow er-O hio (AM P-O hio) that it has cancelled plans to construct a proposed 
1,000-m egaw att coal-fired pow er plant on the O hio River in M eigs County.   
 
Ever-grow ing costs doom ed the plant, as cost projections grew  from  $2.5 billion just tw o years 
ago to close to $4 billion, today. 
 
 
Statem ent by Trent D ougherty, O EStatem ent by Trent D ougherty, O EStatem ent by Trent D ougherty, O EStatem ent by Trent D ougherty, O EC Staff Attorney and D irector of Legal Affairs:C Staff Attorney and D irector of Legal Affairs:C Staff Attorney and D irector of Legal Affairs:C Staff Attorney and D irector of Legal Affairs:    
 
“AM P-O hio’s w ise decision belies the m yth that dirty pow er is cheap pow er.  Financial 
institutions, m ajor utilities, governm ent regulators and public pow er organizations across the 
nation have com e to the conclusion that conventional coal m akes little sense econom ically or 
environm entally. Today, that realization cam e to Am erican M unicipal Pow er (AM P) as AM P has 
abandoned plans to build yet another coal plant.  
  
“W e are pleased that AM P-O hio has concluded that dirty pow er is bad business.  N ow , AM P 
O hio can get back to the business of doing w hat it does best -- being a leader in renew able 
energy and energy efficiency in this state. 
 
“For years, w e and our allies have presented data to AM P executives, to utility and 
environm ental regulators, and to dozens of city governm ents that w ould be stuck w ith the bill 
for this plant, projecting that this old-fashioned coal plant w as burdened w ith unknow n costs to 
consum ers and unsubstantiated risks to our environm ent.  Years ago, AM P-O hio’s plant and 
rationale for building it m ay have m ade sense, but the regulatory landscape has fundam entally 
shifted.” 
 
The O EC, along w ith its partners N atural Resources D efense Council and Sierra Club are in 
litigation over this plant, appealing air and w ater pollution perm its issued last year by O hio 
EPA.  The coal plant w as slated to burn at least 2.8 m illion tons of coal and each year release 
the follow ing air pollution each year:  up to 6,820 tons of sulfur dioxide, 3,194 tons of nitrogen 
oxide, 1,182 tons of particulate m atter, 343 tons of sulfuric acid m ist, 166.87 tons of volatile 
organic com pounds, 880 pounds of lead, and 192 pounds of m ercury. 
�
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The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all w ho 
call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable land 
use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 
 
 


