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Construction project could protect air quality… if only done right 
 
Colum bus, O H  – W hile President O bam a and local com m unity leaders celebrate a m ajor new  
road project next to N ationw ide Children’s H ospital in Colum bus, an environm ental group is 
charging that governm ent leaders are m issing a golden opportunity to help protect public 
health by failing to require the use of low -em ission, green construction equipm ent at the 
construction site. 
 
Ironically, the President’s visit today coincides w ith central O hio’s first official bad air day of 
the sum m er because of dangerous levels of ozone sm og. 
 
“W hile Am erica rebuilds its infrastructure, w e should be putting clean construction 
equipm ent to w ork,” said David R. Celebrezze, Director of Air &  W ater Special Projects for 
the O hio Environm ental Council.   
 
“It does not m ake sense to use public dollars on projects that could needlessly result in 
dirtier air, especially on construction sight right next to a children’s hospital.  Diesel 
em ission controls on construction equipm ent are available and should be pressed into 
service—now .” 
 
Em ission controls include diesel particulate filters w hich reduce pollution by up to 90% . 
O ther controls can cut pollution by 20%  and anti-idling technologies can elim inate 
unnecessary idling.  These technologies are being used by school buses fleets and city 
fleets, but are m ostly absent from  construction equipm ent.  Clean construction requirem ents 
are essential for healthy air. 
 
According to the U SEPA, diesel exhaust contains harm ful pollutants, such as particulate 
m atter (soot), nitrogen oxides, hydrocarbons, and m ore than 40 air toxins, including 
benzene, a know n carcinogen.  The EPA has linked diesel em issions to a host of health 
ailm ents including asthm a attacks, painful breathing, cancer, and preventable deaths. 
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The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all w ho call O hio hom e.   
The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of 
innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide 
partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit 
w w w .theO EC.org. 
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