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Environm ental group calls for Congressional action instead of EPA rulem aking 
to catalyze com prehensive clim ate change solution 
 
Colum bus, O H  – The O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is applauding the U nited States 
EPA’s historic decision announced today that greenhouse gases (G H G s) such as carbon 
dioxide are air pollutants that “cause or contribute” to clim ate change.   
 
This m arks the first official federal recognition that hum an activity contributes to clim ate 
change and sets the stage for national regulation of G H G s.  The EPA finding also states that 
clim ate change is a danger to public health.  EPA’s endangerm ent finding m eans the agency 
w ill be required to regulate G H G  em issions under Section 202 of the federal Clean Air Act.   
 
W hile the EPA finding could be a catalyst to sw eeping change, it is not a solution unto itself. 
 
“The long-term  and pervasive im pacts of clim ate change dem and long-term  and 
com prehensive solutions.  The w ay to regulate G H G  em issions and m itigate the effects of 
clim ate change is through federal cap and trade legislation,” said W ill Reisinger, O EC Staff 
Attorney.  “In the last century, Congressional legislation has provided an effective cap and 
trade program  to reduce sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides em issions that cause acid rain 
and ozone sm og.  W e should control greenhouse gases w ith a sim ilar m arket-based 
system .” 
  
A federal cap and trade system  w ould place a definite lim it—a “cap”—on the am ount of 
G H G s w hich could be em itted by sources w ithin the U nited States each year.  Em issions 
credits w ould then be allocated to regulated G H G  em itters, such as pow er plants and other 
industrial sources.  Regulated facilities w ould have to pay for any em issions that exceed 
their allocated em issions credits.   
 
A cap and trade approach w ould create a m arket for tradable em issions credits, allow ing 
em itters to buy and sell those credits.  Such a system  w ould provide a financial incentive for 
continuous innovation and G H G  reductions.  Facility ow ners w ould have an incentive to 
update technology and continuously reduce em issions to avoid having to pay a charge; they 
could even sell unused credits for a profit.  The technology produced in Am erica can then be 
exported to fight clim ate change around the globe. 
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“W hile regulating greenhouse gases through EPA rulem aking is one route, w e are confident 
that a federal cap and trade bill is the m ost efficient w ay to tackle clim ate change 
im m ediately and over the long term ,” said Reisinger.  “W e need sw ift action that protects 
our planet w hile sim ultaneously providing incentives for innovation by industry.”    
 
EPA’s announcem ent m eans that the agency w ill m ove forw ard w ith rulem aking unless there 
is federal legislation that im plem ents a com prehensive cap and trade on G H G s.  The 
prospect of im m inent regulation provides an opportunity for O hio’s leaders to take action.     
 
“W e urge G overnor Strickland and Senators Brow n and Voinovich to use their influence to 
com pel Congress to pass a clim ate bill this year,” said Reisinger.  “EPA has told the nation 
that regulation is com ing; the only question is in w hat form .  O hio citizens and business 
w ould be best served by a flexible trading schem e that rew ards innovation.” 
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The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable 
land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 


