
3-C = Conservation, Commerce, & Connection
Prelude to the Ohio Hub

Testimony on 3-C

The 3-C corridor will connect Ohio towns 
and cities with one another, the Midwest, 
and the nation.  This offers an economical  
travel choice for students and seniors as 
well as excitting new opportunities to 
showcase Ohio to out-of-state visitors, 
boosting economic activity in large cities 
and even small towns.

The full build-out envisioned under the 
Ohio Hub plan would link 44 towns and 
cities in Ohio with high speed trains and 
feeder buses.  An unprecedented $9.5 
billion in federal funds is available to 
states that make a commitment to state-
sponsored passenger rail.  Ohio can build 
that future, but it must start today. 

Conservation Passenger rail helps conserve nautral and human resources:

According to Oak Ridge National Laboratories (2005) domestic airlines on average »»
consumed 20.5% more energy per passenger-mile than Amtrak, while cars 
consumed 27.2% more than Amtrak.
Externalities, which generally are positive for rail and negative for air travel, »»
include the fact that:  passenger rail tends to support pedestrian- and transit-
friendly development; short air flights are far more energy intensive than longer 
flights; and the greater damage that aircraft emissions of greenhouse gases may 
cause because they occur at high altitudes.  In addition, passenger rail affords 
more productive travel time, enabling one to safely talk on the phone, work, and 
relax while traveling.   Finally, passenger rail helps strengthen downtowns.

Commerce Passenger rail is a potent generator of investment and smart-growth development.  

In North Carolina, construction and revitalization of local train stations is delivering 
total wages of $94 million; $16 million in local property taxes; and a payback ratio of 
1.47.  The State of Maine is planning a capital investment of $31.5 million to extend 
Downeaster service.  Projected economic benefits by 2030 include cumulative 
construction investments of approximately $7.2 billion; construction/rehabilitation of 
over 42,000 housing units and 6.8 million sq ft of commercial space; creation of over 
17,800 jobs; generation of $244 million per year in transportation cost savings for 
resident households; $2.4 billion per year of increased purchasing power.

Thirty years of studies consistently have found that the densely populated “3-C” cor-
ridor is a prime candidate for passenger rail service.  The 3-C offers more than a train.  
It offers an improved transportation network for moving people and freight in Ohio.  
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Does a state’s support for passenger rail create a financial benefit for travelers? YES!


