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Em ission reduction technology to be deployed on governm ent vehicles to 
im prove our health, environm ent, and econom y. 
 
Colum bus, O H  – The U .S. Environm ental Protection Agency announced today a diesel retrofit 
grant aw ard to the O hio Environm ental Council in the am ount of $394,589.  This aw ard 
com es from  the U .S. EPA’s Region 5’s M idw est Clean Diesel Initiative.  The O EC is one of 13 
groups in the 6-state M idw est region to be aw arded a grant. 
 
“We are pleased to help local governm ents clean up their diesel vehicles.  This is good for 
our health, environm ent, and econom y,” said David R. Celebrezze, Director of Air and Water 
Special Projects at the O EC. “Diesel pollution has a solution and this grant w ill help enable 
the m unicipal governm ents of Cleveland H eights, Parm a H eights and Worthington along w ith 
the Colum bus Regional Airport Authority to equip their fleets w ith em ission and idle 
reduction technologies to reduce diesel pollution.  We applaud them  in being ahead of the 
curve to clean up dangerous diesel exhaust w hile also extending the life of their vehicles.” 
 
The Colum bus Regional Airport Authority is slated to retrofit 16 diesel vehicles w ith 
technologies w hich w ill reduce em issions up to 90% .  “We are pleased to be part of this 
grant, “said Paul Kennedy, Supervisor, Energy &  Environm ent of the Colum bus Regional 
Airport Authority.  “The Airport Authority continues to pursue sustainable practices and our 
ability to m anage diesel em issions is just one exam ple of our com m itm ent to sustainability.  
N ot only w ill w e realize an environm ental benefit, but these fleet im provem ents w ill provide 
our m echanics and operators w ith first-hand experience on the use and care of em ission-
reduction technology.”  
 
The City of Worthington is slated to retrofit 8 diesel vehicles w ith diesel particulate filters, 
w hich can reduce em issions by up to 90% .  “This grant allow s us to be proactive in 
addressing diesel em issions.  O ur citizens can breathe a sigh of relief and know  that the City 
is doing all it can to be responsible and im prove the air quality,” said Robert Chandler of the 
Worthington Departm ent of Public Services.  
 
Cleveland H eights w ill receive m oney to retrofit 5 of their vehicles w ith diesel particulate 
filters w hich w ill reduce their em issions by as m uch as 90% .  “H ealthy air just m akes sense.  
We are m aking great strides to im prove the air in our com m unity for those w ho call 
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Cleveland H eights hom e,” stated Andre’ Spencer, Assistant Director of Public Works 
Cleveland H eights.  
 
Parm a H eights is slated to retrofit 9 service departm ent vehicles w ith diesel particulate 
filters and other technology w hich w ill reduce each vehicle’s em issions by as m uch as 90% . 
“Diesel pollution is a real problem , but, w ith this grant, w e w ill be able to retrofit the bulk of 
our service departm ent diesel fleet.  This w ill positively im prove the quality of life for the 
residents of our com m unity by reducing em issions ” said Joseph Sebes, Director of H um an 
Services at Parm a H eights. 

Diesel exhaust contains know n and probable carcinogens such as benzene and form aldehyde.  It also 
contains particulate m atter, particles that are only 1/30

th
 the w idth of a hum an year.  Particle 

pollution is so sm all that, according to m edical scientists, it can be inhaled deeply into a person’s 
lungs and actually can penetrate the bloodstream . 

According to governm ent scientists, diesel exhaust can: 

• Trigger asthm a attacks and cause lung dam age, heart disease, cancer, and early death. 

• Cause acid rain, ozone sm og, haze, and global clim ate change. 
• Drive up costs for business from  lost w ork days caused by air pollution-related illness 

and by forcing counties in non-attainm ent areas to offset increases in em issions.  

According top the U S EPA, 29%  of all diesel particle pollution com es from  heavy duty trucks. 

The O EC w ill im plem ent this grant for Worthington, Cleveland H eights, Parm a H eights and 
the Colum bus Regional Airport Authority.  The O EC has a strong diesel clean up cam paign 
and has helped cities and school districts around the state to reduce harm ful em issions 
through the purchase and installation of diesel retrofit technology.  To date, the O EC has 
im pacted over 300 diesel vehicles through nearly $2 m illion in com petitive grants. 
 
The grant w ill help Cuyahoga and Franklin counties reach m inim um  federal air quality 
standards.  A county that fails to attain the standards m ay face, sanctions, including 
expansion or initiation of the E-Check vehicle em issions reduction program , em issions 
offsets, and the w ithholding of highw ay funds. 
  
The O EC is encouraging the State of O hio to advance clean air by: 
 
*Funding the successful O hio Diesel Em ission Reduction G rant to at least $20 m illion a year 
through sustainable funding sources. 
 
*Adopting a no-idling policy for state vehicles. 
 
*Adopting a state-w ide no-idling policy for all vehicles. 
 
* Requiring all public w orks projects sized $2 m illion and larger to use diesel equipm ent that 
reduces em issions by at least 85% . 
 
The O EC encourages cities around the state to reduce their diesel footprint by: 
 
*Adopting city-w ide no-idling ordinances. 



 
*Requiring all public w orks contracts to have em ission reduction standards. 
 
*Developing a com prehensive diesel clean up plan for their fleet. 
 
M unicipal and airport authority contacts: 
 
Colum bus Regional Airport Authority 
Paul D. Kennedy, A.A.E. 
Supervisor, Energy &  Environm ent 
4600 International G atew ay 
Colum bus, O hio  43219 
pkennedy@ colum busairports.com  
 
Parm a H eights 
Joseph Sebes 
Director of H um an Services 
440-884-9600 x26 
 
City of Worthington 
Rob Chandler, Assistant to the Director  
Departm ent of Public Service  
614-431-2425  
        
Cleveland H eights 
Andre’ Spencer 
Assistant Director of Public Works Cleveland H eights 
216-691-7325 
 
For m ore inform ation about diesel em ission im pacts and solutions please visit 
w w w .theoec.org. 

 
-end-   

 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable 
land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 
 


