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Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee Tennessee earthen dam  gives w ay to 500 m illion earthen dam  gives w ay to 500 m illion earthen dam  gives w ay to 500 m illion earthen dam  gives w ay to 500 m illion 
gallons of gallons of gallons of gallons of coal w astecoal w astecoal w astecoal w aste----Is O hio next?Is O hio next?Is O hio next?Is O hio next?    
 

Coal w aste can choke stream s, im pact w ater supply, and harm  w ildlife  

CO LU M BU S, O H IO  – An earthen retaining w all broke on M onday in Tennessee releasing a half a billion 
gallon coal w aste juggernaut.  The coal w aste pum m eled houses and public property as it finally 
craw led to a stop after covering 400 acres, up to six feet high in som e places. 

“This should be the final nail in the coffin for the building of any new  coal slurry im poundm ents in 
O hio,” said D avid R. Celebrezze, of the O hio Environm ental Council.  “W e can play Russian roulette that 
these im poundm ents w on’t give w ay, but it’s a dangerous gam e that the only loser w ill be our 
com m unities.” 

 “This is not only about protecting w ildlife and our w ater supply,” says Celebrezze, “It is about 
protecting our health.”   

This Tennessee spill is am ple evidence that the Strickland Adm inistration should continue resisting the 
proposed construction of a 1.85 billion gallon slurry im poundm ent at Casey Run.  If an im poundm ent of 
this size w ere to fail, it w ould m ore than tw ice the size of the Tennessee spill. 

It is likely that the coal industry w ill resist no new  im poundm ents and com m unity protections, but this 
Tennessee spill highlights the fallacy of the argum ent that it w as probably safe a day before.  

In the w ake of M onday’s m assive spill, the O EC calls on the O hio D epartm ent of N atural Resources to: 

-Prevent any new  proposed construction of new  coal slurry im poundm ents. 

-Re-inspect O hio’s current im poundm ents for safety. 

-D evelop an “early w arning system ” by installing real-tim e m onitoring technologies to stop a spill from  
becom ing a disaster.  

-Increase the num ber of inspectors. 

-Require coal operators to file updated effective spill prevention and containm ent plans. 

The Tennessee spill w ill cost m illions to clean up.  An ounce of prevention here in O hio can save 
m illions. 

-30- 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (w w w .theO EC.org) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e. The O EC is a netw ork of m ore than 100 local and state environm ental-conservation 
organizations. 
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