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27 O hio counties failing to m ake the grade; m any com m unities suffer from  foul air  

CO LU M BU S, O H IO  – The U .S. EPA announced its air designations for the 24-hour standard for fine 
particle pollution (called PM  2.5) today.  O hio has 27 counties that are in “nonattainm ent” or failing 
federal m inim um  air quality standards.   

“These new  designations are a continued alarm  to O hio officials that they m ust do m ore to protect 
public health.  Failing to m eet the standard for particle pollution m eans our com m unities are at risk and 
are suffering,” said D avid R. Celebrezze, O EC D irector of Air &  W ater Special Projects.   

If the state fails to m eet the standard, consequences include expansion of the E-check program , 
em ission off sets, and highw ay funds being w ithheld by the federal governm ent.   

Particle pollution com es from  diesel engines, pow er plants, foundries, and other sources.  The State is 
required to subm it a State Im plem entation Plan that w ill achieve attainm ent for particle pollution by 
2014. 

“W hether on the w ay to w ork, school, hom e, or play, m any O hioans are exposed to diesel’s deadly brew  
of air toxins.  Som e of these toxins are know n carcinogens such as benzene and form aldehyde,” said 
Celebrezze.  “In fact, a recent study by the H arvard School of Public H ealth, and others concluded that 
truck drivers have an elevated risk of lung cancer.”   

M edical researchers have linked diesel pollution to asthm a attacks, heart and lung disease, cancer, and 
early death.  Children on school buses are especially susceptible to diesel pollution because they 
breathe 50%  m ore air per pound of body w eight than adults.  

D iesel em ission reduction technology, m ade in Am erica, exists today that can reduce diesel pollution by 
up to 90% .  

The State of O hio can take a step in m eeting the standard by: 

* Adopting a no-idling policy for its vehicles  

* Fund the D iesel Em issions Reductions G rant program  

* Adopt green contract language for public w orks projects that require diesel em ission reduction up to 
90% . 

-30- 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (w w w .theO EC.org) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e. The O EC is a netw ork of m ore than 100 local and state environm ental-conservation 
organizations. 
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