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Lam e duck gam bit by coal lobbyists backfires; clean w ater law s m aintained 

CO LU M BU S, O H IO  – The O hio Environm ental Council is praising officials from  O hio G ov. Ted 
Strickland’s adm inistration for standing up to coal industry lobbyists w ho attem pted to roll 
back clean w ater protections for coal m ining projects. 

The O hio H ouse Agriculture and N atural Resources Com m ittee voted 21-0 this m orning to 
overhaul the bill, rem oving provisions to w eaken clean w ater protections.  Instead, the 
com m ittee approved a com prom ise agreed to by the O hio EPA, the O hio D epartm ent of N atural 
Resources, environm ental-conservation groups and the coal industry. 

The full O hio H ouse of Representatives and O hio Senate are expected to O K the re-w rite before 
the legislature w raps up the current tw o-year session, today or tom orrow . 

“The coal lobbyists reached w ay too far this tim e.  Their desperate attem pt to force a radical 
rollback of clean w ater protections through the lam e duck legislature hit a big green w all at the 
Statehouse,” said Jack Shaner, D eputy D irector of the O hio Environm ental Council. 

“W e thank O hio D epartm ent of N atural Resources D irector Sean Logan and O hio EPA D irector 
Chris Korleski, w ho stood tall in this debate.  Their four-square opposition along w ith the 
reluctance of O hio H ouse leaders to go along w ith Big Coal’s radical plan forced the industry to 
capitulate.  The real w inners are the people of Eastern and Southern O hio and their w ater and 
w ildlife resources.  They w ill continue to enjoy legal protections for clean surface and ground 
w ater.” 

As am ended by the H ouse com m ittee, the bill also requires the tw o agencies to coordinate their 
respective efforts to review  perm it applications for perm its involving coal m ining and 
reclam ation and places a 240-day tim eline on O D N R review  of m ining perm its.   

As w ritten by the coal lobby, the original bill proposed to transfer w ater perm itting oversight for 
coal m ining from  the O EPA to the O D N R.  It also threatened to roll back safeguards that protect 
sm all stream s from  being filled w ith coal w aste and groundw ater from  contam ination w ith 
toxics that m ay leach into the w ater w hen coal com bustion “fly ash” is m ixed w ith soil for 
reclam ation projects.   
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The O hio Senate voted 22-9 last w eek to approve the original bill, over the objections of the 
O D N R, the O EPA and the O hio Environm ental Council. 

"The coal lobbyists w ere like a Las Vegas gam bler w ho dream ed of a big haul but w on only 
chum p change.  G one are the environm ental rollbacks, the transfer of w ater perm itting 
authority, the autom atic perm it approval, and the industry-cozy Reclam ation Com m ission 
sitting in judgm ent of w ater perm its.  All that King Coal got w as a glittery but hollow  ornam ent,” 
said Shaner. 
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The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (w w w .theO EC.org) is to secure healthy air, land, 
and w ater for all w ho call O hio hom e. The O EC is a netw ork of m ore than 100 local and state 
environm ental-conservation organizations. 


