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Local school district Local school district Local school district Local school district continues investm entcontinues investm entcontinues investm entcontinues investm ent    in in in in 
“green” school buses“green” school buses“green” school buses“green” school buses    
 
State-w ide eco-group and business team  up w ith G ahanna-Jefferson Local 
Schools on diesel clean-up project 
 
G ahanna, O H  – G ahanna-Jefferson Local Schools com pleted installation of em ission 
controls on tw o buses.  The O hio Environm ental Council and H alf Price Books, Inc. team ed 
up to donate m oney to the school district for tw o diesel oxidation catalysts (D O Cs) and tw o 
closed crankcase ventilation system s (CCVS).  Com bined, these controls w ill reduce 
pollution by as m uch as 30% .  G ahanna-Jefferson Schools are installing pollution control devices 
that are the m ost cost effective m eans to reduce diesel pollution from  school buses.   

 
“Clearly diesel pollution is chock-full of harm ful m atter,” said D avid R. Celebrezze, D irector of Air &  
W ater Special Projects for the O hio Environm ental Council. “Children riding on an old, unretrofitted 
bus are being adversely im pacted by diesel fum es.  W e are proud to help G ahanna-Jefferson Schools 
continue m aking their fleet green.“ 

 
According to governm ent scientists, diesel exhaust contains harm ful pollutants, such as 
particulate m atter (soot), nitrogen oxides, hydrocarbons, and over 40 air toxins, including 
benzene - a know n carcinogen.  This toxic stew  contributes to a host of health ailm ents 
including asthm a attacks, painful breathing, cancer, and preventable deaths.  A Clean Air 
Task Force report revealed that diesel soot im pacts in Franklin County include hundreds of 
asthm a attacks and thousands of lost w orks days each year.  In fact, the lifetim e cancer risk 
from  diesel soot in Stark County is 400 tim es greater than the U .S. EPA’s acceptable cancer 
level of 1 in a m illion. 

According to the EPA, diesel exhaust can: 

� Trigger asthm a attacks and cause lung dam age, heart disease, cancer, and early death. 
� Cause acid rain, ozone sm og, haze, and global clim ate change. 
� D rive up costs for business from  lost w ork days caused by air pollution-related illness and by 

forcing counties in non-attainm ent areas to offset increases in em issions.  

 
H alf Price Books, Records, M agazines, inc. donated $12,500 for four diesel oxidation catalysts and 
closed crankcase ventilation system s.  The O EC identified the fleet for the retrofits.  The retrofits 
w ere installed by G ahanna Jefferson Schools m echanics and Center City International. 
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G ahanna Jefferson Local Schools has taken action to reduce harm ful diesel em issions and the state 
of O hio can do its part.  O ther sources of diesel em ission include construction equipm ent.  Tw enty-
one percent of all diesel particle pollution in the state is from  construction equipm ent.  To com bat 
this pollution elected officials should: 
 

� Require clean construction requirem ents so that all public w orks projects sized $2 m illion 
and larger to install em ission controls on those vehicles or convert them  to natural gas; 

� Reauthorize the D iesel Em ission Reduction Grant program  to its current funding levels; 
� Cities should adopt fuel conservation ordinances. 

 
 
“Clean construction requirem ents can go a long w ay in m eeting air quality standards,” said 
Celebrezze.  “Public dollars should not be spent on polluting.” 
 
The diesel oxidation catalyst, according to the U S EPA, is an em ission control that uses a 
chem ical process to break dow n pollutants in the exhaust stream  into less harm ful 
pollutants.  Specifically, it is a device w ith a porous ceram ic honeycom b-like structure that is 
coated w ith a m aterial that catalyzes a chem ical reaction to reduce pollution. 
 
Another pollution control is the closed crankcase ventilation system  (CCVS), w hich reroutes 
em issions created by the com bustion process of engines.  A study by the Clean Air Task Force 
estim ates that as m uch as 25%  of school bus em issions originate in the crankcase.  CCFS elim inate 
up to 90%  of these em issions and last up to five years. 
 

-end-   
 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable 
land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 


