
  The H onorable Sherrod Brow n 
713 H art Senate O ffice Bldg 
W ashington, D C 20510 

 

O ctober 12, 2009 
 

 D ear Senator Brow n, 
 
The O hio Environm ental Council is w riting to express our strong 
opposition to any rider on the FY 2010 Interior and Environm ent 
Appropriations Bill that w ill w eaken, delay or lim it the ability of the U .S. 
Environm ental Protection Agency to prom ulgate regulations that w ill 
reduce pollution from  m arine com pression-ignition engines at or above 
30 liters per cylinder. O ur organization strongly supports the cleanup of 
these vessels and their fuel because of the enorm ous im pact they have 
on air pollution and public health. 
 
There is an urgent need for these rules. The bunker fuel burned by 
these ships is am ong the dirtiest on Earth—w ith a sulfur content over 
1500 tim es higher than that used by m ost other U S diesels.  EPA’s 
analysis estim ates that the cleanup of these ships w ill prevent up to 
33,000 prem ature deaths each year by 2030.  Any reduction in the 
geographic coverage or other w eakening of the rules w ill reduce these 
health benefits. Furtherm ore, this proposal is one of the m ost cost-
effective rules EPA has ever released.  Projected public benefits exceed 
costs by a factor of 30—90:1, so any slight increase in com pliance costs 
w ill be dw arfed by the public health benefits. W hile EPA's analysis 
show s that pollution from  these sources clearly im pacts com m unities 
surrounding the ports, areas hundreds of m iles inland are also 
affected.  Thus, pollution from  ships traveling in the G reat Lakes 
im pacts m illions of people living in the Am erican heartland, including 
Cleveland, Toledo, G reen Bay, M ilw aukee, Chicago, G ary, D etroit, 
Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburgh.  
 
EPA has conducted an extensive public process on m arine 
com pression-ignition engines, beginning in 2007 w ith an Advanced 
N otice of Proposed Rulem aking, and including a num ber of public 
hearings.  And EPA’s proposal largely im plem ents international 
agreem ents on ship pollution reached in O ctober 2008 and July 2009.  
 
Senator Brow n, please oppose any rider that w ill w eaken, delay or lim it 
the ability of the U .S Environm ental Protection Agency to prom ulgate 
regulations that w ill reduce pollution from  m arine com pression-ignition 
engines at or above 30 liters per cylinder. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

1207 G randview  Avenue, Suite 201 (614) 487-7506 
Colum bus, O hio 43212 w w w .theO EC.org 
 



 
 
D avid R. Celebrezze 
D ir. of Air &  W ater Special Projects 
O hio Environm ental Council 
 

 

 


