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Plan can conserve 21 m illion gallons of fuel, save consum ers $48 m illion 
 
Colum bus, O H  – The O hio Environm ental Council today called on Colum bus City Council to adopt 
a fuel conservation ordinance to lim it the needless idling of buses, trucks, and cars. 
 
The O EC estim ates the proposal can conserve the use of 21 m illion gallons of gasoline and diesel 
fuel, reducing air em issions by several tons and save Franklin County m otorists $48 m illion in fuel 
costs. 
 
U nder the proposal, m otorists could idle their vehicle engine no m ore than 5 m inutes in a 60 m inute 
period w hen the outdoor tem perature is betw een 32 and 85 degrees.   
 
The follow ing w ould be exem pt from  the ordinance: 

� a vehicle craw ling through a traffic jam ; 
� a vehicle experiencing m echanical difficulty; 
� em ergency vehicles;  
� sem i-trucks idling w ith a clean auxiliary pow er unit; 
� all vehicles, w hen the outdoor tem perature is below  32 above 85 degrees. 
� See below  for additional exem ptions. 

 
Sim ilar ordinances have been adopted in dozens of cities, counties, and states around the country, 
including Cleveland. 
 
The O EC’s goal is to reduce ground-level ozone pollution, w hich can inflam e lung tissue and trigger 
asthm a attacks and other health problem s. 
 
Like an invisible thief, ozone pollution can accom pany hot sum m er days, robbing the breathing 
capacity of the young, the old, and anyone w ho w orks or exercises outdoors.   
 
 
O zone pollution form s w hen nitrogen oxides and volatile organic com pounds cook in the long, hot, 
sunny days of sum m er.  Local authorities have issued eight air quality alert days thus far this year for 
central O hio. 
 
Tailpipe exhaust from  cars, trucks and other m obile sources account for 69%  of ozone-form ing 
nitrogen oxide pollution in Franklin County.  According to O hio EPA data, cars, trucks, and buses 
em itted m ore than 25,000 tons of nitrogen oxide in 2009, a com m on ozone precursor. 
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“O zone pollution has hit central O hio like a freight train,” states D avid R. Celebrezze, D irector of Air 
&  W ater Special Projects.  “The heath and econom ic consequences of poor air quality are w ell 
know n.  W e need Colum bus City Council to im plem ent a sim ple and effective solution that everyone 
can practice:  no-idling.” 
 
Consequences to failing to m eet federal clean air standards include vehicle em issions testing, 
em issions offsets for businesses, and the w ithholding of federal highw ay construction funds.   
 
“I do not understand w hy an em ployer w ould allow  their vehicles to idle and w aste fuel and m oney, 
w hen a sim ple action like turning the key could save thousands of dollars each year,” says Bob 
Sham ansky w ho w orks dow ntow n. 
 
U nnecessarily idling of cars and trucks em its a dangerous stew  of fum es, som e of w hich are know n 
carcinogens.  D iesel exhaust includes particulate m atter, benzene, form aldehyde, nitrogen oxides, 
and m ore.  G asoline vehicles em it carbon m onoxide, carbon dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and m ore.  These 
fum es have been linked to asthm a attacks, painful breathing, heart and lung disease, and even early 
death.   
 
According to the Clean Air Task Force, the annual diesel fine particle pollution health im pacts 
projected in 2010 for Franklin County include: 
 

� 63Prem ature D eaths  
� 82N on-Fatal H eart Attacks  
� 1,522Asthm a Attacks  
� 42Chronic Bronchitis  
� 9,316W ork Loss D ays (W LD ) 
� 53,641M inor Restricted Activity D ays (M RAD ) 

 
“W e can either be ahead of the curve and im prove our air quality or w e can play catch up,” states 
Celebrezze.  “Keep in m ind the longer w e w ait m eans m ore em ergency room  visits for children and 
adults w ith asthm a, m ore heart attacks, and decreased lung function in those w ith respiratory 
illnesses. W e need Colum bus City Council to step up and help clear the air and help com m uters 
conserve fuel and save m oney at the pum p.”   
 
 
M odel ordinance: 

Fuel Conservation language 
 

a.) The purposeThe purposeThe purposeThe purpose of this law  is to protect public health and the environm ent by reducing 
em issions w hile conserving fuel, m aintaining adequate rest and safety of all drivers 
of diesel and gasoline pow ered vehicles, and rem oving barriers to econom ic 
developm ent im posed by the state’s air quality status under the federal Clean Air Act.  
 

b.) ApplicabilityApplicabilityApplicabilityApplicability. As used in this section, “vehicle” has the sam e m eaning as in section 
4511.01 of the O hio Revised Code. 
 

c.) G eneral requirem ent.G eneral requirem ent.G eneral requirem ent.G eneral requirem ent.  Except as provided in section (d) of this section, 
(1) the ow ner or operator of a vehicle shall not cause or allow  a vehicle 

to idle for m ore than 5 m inutes in any 60-m inute period; and 
(2) the ow ner or operator of a vehicle that is loading or unloading at a 

loading dock or loading/unloading area, and the operator of the 



loading dock or loading/unloading area, shall not cause or allow  a 
vehicle to idle in that area for m ore than 10 m inutes in any 60 m inute 
period. 

d.) Exem ptionsExem ptionsExem ptionsExem ptions. Section (c) of this section does not apply w hen: 
(1) The outdoor tem perature is below  32 degrees Fahrenheit or above 85 

degrees Fahrenheit.  H ow ever, idling is lim ited to 10 m inutes in any 
60 m inute period. 

(2) To prevent a safety or health em ergency, a vehicle idles w hen 
operating defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or w hen installing 
equipm ent. 

(3) A vehicle idles w hile forced to rem ain m otionless because of on-
highw ay traffic, an official traffic control device or signal, or at the 
direction of a law  enforcem ent official. 

(4) A police, fire, am bulance, public safety, m ilitary, other em ergency or 
law  enforcem ent vehicle, or any vehicle being used in an em ergency 
capacity, idles w hile in an em ergency or training m ode, or to m aintain 
com m unications, and not solely for the convenience of the vehicle 
operator.  

(5) The prim ary propulsion engine idles for m aintenance, servicing, 
repair, or diagnostic purposes if idling is required for such activity, or 
idles as part of a state or federal inspection to verify that all 
equipm ent is in good w orking order, provided idling is required as 
part of the inspection. 

(6) Idling of the prim ary propulsion engine is necessary to pow er w ork-
related m echanical or electrical operations other than propulsion 
(e.g., m ixing or processing cargo or straight truck refrigeration).  This 
exem ption does not apply w hen idling for cabin com fort or to operate 
non-essential on-board equipm ent. 

(7) An arm ored vehicle idle w hen a person rem ains inside the vehicle to 
guard the contents, or w hile the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded. 

(8)  An occupied vehicle w ith a sleeper berth com partm ent idles for the 
purposes of air conditioning or heating during a required rest or 
sleep period. 

(9) A vehicle idles due to m echanical difficulties over w hich the driver 
has no control. 

(10) A vehicle is only operating an auxiliary pow er unit, generator 
set, or other m obile idle reduction technology as a m eans to heat, air 
condition, or provide electrical pow er as an alternative to idling the 
m ain engine. 

(11) A vehicle is actively engaged in w ork upon the surface of a street or 
highw ay, including construction, cleaning, and snow  rem oval 
activities, and the operator is in the vehicle.   
 

e.) PenaltyPenaltyPenaltyPenalty. W hoever violates this section shall be guilty of a m inor m isdem eanor.  
 

f.) Idle Reduction enforcem entIdle Reduction enforcem entIdle Reduction enforcem entIdle Reduction enforcem ent. The director of Public Safety (or Chief of Police) m ay 
designate appropriated em ployees to enforce this section and to issue citations for 
any violations of this section.  

 
 



 
-end-   

 
The m ission of the O hio Environm ental Council (O EC) is to secure healthy air, land, and w ater for all 
w ho call O hio hom e.   The O EC is O hio’s leading advocate for fresh air, clean w ater, and sustainable 
land use.   The O EC has a 40-year history of innovation, pragm atism , and success.   U sing legislative 
initiatives, legal action, scientific principles, and statew ide partnerships, the O EC secures a healthier 
environm ent for O hio’s fam ilies and com m unities.  For m ore inform ation, visit w w w .theO EC.org. 


