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Background

Ohio is blessed with incredible natural resources that impact every citizen’s quality of life - from clean wa-
ter, productive soils, minerals, wildlife, forests, natural areas and parks. The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources is largely the caretaker of these resources with a mission “to balance the wise use and protec-
tion of the state’s natural resources.”

ODNR owns and manages more than 590,000 acres of land that includes 74 state parks, 20 state forests,
134 state nature preserves, and 138 wildlife areas. It also has jurisdiction over more than 120,000 acres of
inland waters; 7,000 miles of streams; 481 miles of Ohio River; and 2-1/4 million acres of Lake Erie. In addi-
tion, ODNR licenses all hunting, fishing, and watercraft in the state, oversees and permits all mineral ex-
traction, monitors dam safety, manages water resources, maps the state's major geologic structures and
mineral resources, and promotes recycling and litter prevention through grant programs to local communi-
ties.

ODNR provides training and support to Ohio's 88 county soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs),
which work locally to keep Ohio’s soils productive and waters clean through cooperation with farmers,
landowners and other partners. SWCDs provide conservation assistance on more than 20 million acres,
offer conservation practices and programs to farmers, developers, and landowners, and provide watershed
restoration and protection plans for Ohio’s streams, aquifers, and drinking water supplies.

The Problem

Since the 1990’s, ODNR and the 88 county SWCDs have experienced a steady decrease in state funding. As
a result, a significant staff reduction has led to a tremendous decrease in program assistance needed by
the general public and local communities, a huge backlog of needed maintenance to parks, trails, facilities,
and other health/safety issues.

While the decline has impacted all ODNR divisions, here are some of the greatest needs: State Parks have
lost nearly half (45%) of their staff. In addition, there exists more than $550 million worth of needed infra-
structure and facility repair in the parks. Half of all requests for conservation practices to the SWCDs go
unmet each year, and 40 state-endorsed watershed action plans remain largely unimplemented, impeding
achievement of water quality, flood protection, and other goals. Ohio’s Nature Preserve system is facing a
100% GRF funding cut on July 1, which jeopardizes the preservation of many of Ohio’s remaining prairies,
old growth forests, bogs, fens, and other rare natural features and geologic formations. Forest manage-



