
 
 
 

Top 10 Investments for Ohio’s air, land, water, 
and soil resources in Ohio’s Biennial Budget Bill 
    

Highlights from May 20, 2009 testimony by Jack Shaner,  
Deputy Director of Ohio Environmental Council 
 

 
1. Keep our air & drinking water clean & safe  

SUPPORT the full Waste Disposal Fee Increase on Mixed 
Solid Waste and Construction and Demolition debris as 
proposed in the Governor’s Executive Budget. 
 
 
 
2.  Conserve soil & water resources 
SUPPORT the full Waste Disposal Fee Increase on  
Mixed Solid Waste and Construction and Demolition  
debris as proposed in the Governor’s Executive Budget. 
 
 
 
3.  Keep watch on coal mining 

SUPPORT the Coal Extraction as proposed in the 
Governor’s Executive Budget and approved by the 
Ohio House. 
 
 
4. Protect nature & promote one-tank  

“stay-cations” so more Ohioans can enjoy the 

great outdoors right here in Ohio 

SUPPORT Ohio’s Scenic Rivers, State Parks, State Nature 
Preserves, State Forests, State Wildlife Areas, and State 
Historic Sites and associated funding, as proposed in the 
Governor’s Executive Budget and approved by the Ohio 
House. 
 

5. Help Ohioans get to work 
SUPPORT the Public Transportation subsidy, as proposed 
in the Governor’s Executive Budget and approved by the 
Ohio House. 
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Some streams in Ohio actually 
run orange due to acid drainage 
from abandoned mine lands. 

Public water systems 
oversight is up for grabs in 
the Budget Bill. 

For many citizens, the bus is 
their only transportation option.  
By 2025, one in every five 
Americans will be over age 65—
and wanting more transit. 



6. Help Ohio shippers move freight using  

less energy 

SUPPORT rail infrastructure improvements through the 
Ohio Rail Development Commission, as proposed in the 
Governor’s Executive Budget and approved by the Ohio 
House. 
 
 
 
7.  Shift the cost of E-Check from general 

taxpayers to Ohio motorists.  

SUPPORT the Tire Fee as proposed in the Governor’s 
Executive Budget. 
 
 
 
8.  Keep our food safe and livestock facilities 

inspected. 

SUPPORT ODA’s Food Safety program funding and fees  
and animal feeding facility licensing and inspection, as 
proposed in the Governor’s Executive Budget and approved 
by the Ohio House. 
 
 
 
9.  Help assure timely review of environmental 

permit appeals. 

 SUPPORT the Environmental Review Appeals 
Commission’s budget, as approved by the Ohio House. 
 
 
 
 
 
10.   Invest in Ohio’s energy future and wise 

use of underground resources. 

SUPPORT the Ohio Geological Survey, as proposed in the 
Governor’s Executive Budget and approved by the Ohio 
House. 

Ohio can pioneer carbon capture 
and storage or it can try to play 
catch up.  The time is ripe to invest 
in the Ohio Geological Survey. 

Rail + Ohio = a win-win for 
business, travelers, and the 
environment.  Lawmakers can 
help spur more rail development 
by supporting the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission. 

Funding E-Check through a fee 
on tire sales would free up 
$29.2 M for the Biennium.  


